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The	Class	of	2017

Memories	of	St.	Finian's	2009-	2017

by	Sixth	Class	2017

Our	memories	of	the	past

eight	years	in	St.	Finian's

National	School,	Dillonstown.

We	would	like	to	thank	our

teachers	and	parents	for

helping	us	through	this

wonderful	time	and	for	being

there	for	us	throughout	the

eight	years.		We	would	like	to

thank	our	friends	for	sharing

this	time	with	us	and

hopefully	we	will	remain

friends	until	long	into	the

future.





Ashlin	Aji Simon	Betz Amy	Dargan Ben	Furlong

Amy	Mc	Govern Hannah	Murtagh Lorcan	Nugent Katie	O'Neill

Liam	Osborne MaryKate	Osborne Edward	Tuite Katie	Ward
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Me	and	St.	Finian's							By:	Simon	Betz	

Hi!	My	name	is	Simon	Betz	and	I	will	tell	you	about	some	of	my	memories	at	St.	Finian’s	school.	These	will	be	just	some	random

memories	from	Junior	Infants	right	up	to	sixth	class.	So,	on	my	very	first	day	I	came	to	the	school	and	I	didn’t	know	anyone	except	for	a

girl	called	Katie	O’Neill	(we	went	to	the	same	kindergarten).	But	then	the	next	day	I	got	some	new	friends.	I	also	remember	in	Junior

infants	there	were	these	cards	called	“red	cards”	you	would	get	them	if	you	did	something	bad.	Let’s	just	say	I	was	a	master	at	getting

them.	But	then	I	changed	in	senior	infants	I	got	pupil	of	the	week	more	times	and	I	got	better	at	my	English.	For	some	strange	reason	my

friend	Edward	and	I	were	never	allowed	to	stand	beside	each	other	in	the	line.	But	I	still	enjoyed	those	years.

Then	when	I	came	in	first	and	second	class,	I	was	thinking	to	myself	“oohh	a	new	classroom”.	First	class	was	interesting	and	all

that	but	when	I	came	in	second	class	I	was	going	to	get	my	first	communion,	which	was	exciting	and	I	was	just	a	bit	nervous.	I	think	I

also	won	my	first	Halloween	dress	up	competition,	I	dressed	up	as	a	Roman	soldier.	I	also	kept	on	winning	the	following	years.

After	those	two	great	years,	I	came	in	third	and	fourth	class,	to	be	honest	I	don’t	remember	that	much	from	those	two	year.	So

far,	the	teachers	I	had	were	Mrs	Lambe,	Mrs	Bellew	and	Mr	Mc	Eneany,	he	is	also	my	principal.	My	teacher	for	third	and	fourth	class	was

Mrs	Quinn.	I	remember	at	sports	day	I	came	first	place	in	the	sack	race.	I	also	remember	with	Mrs	Quinn	we	also	did	a	lot	of	science

projects.

Then	I	came	in	fifth	and	sixth	class,	I	had	there	in	those	two	classes	a	wonderful	year.	In	fifth	class	I	had	my	confirmation,	it	was

very	good	and	my	job	at	the	confirmation	was	to	set	up	the	alter	with	these	two	other	guys.	I	had	Mr	Mc	Donnell	as	my	teacher,	he	was

fun.	It	was	also	awesome	that	in	the	summer	time	me	and	my	class	would	go	outside	and	do	P.E.	with	him.	And	for	sixth	class	I	had	Mr

Shevlin	as	my	teacher,	he	was	also	a	great	teacher.	I	also	dressed	up	as	a	man	cut	in	half	in	sixth	class.

Well	I	guess	time	flies,	I	had	way	more	memories	from	St	Finian’s	but	I	couldn’t	fit	them	all	in	this	book,	so	I	just	picked	out	some

random	ones.	Hope	you	enjoyed	reading	this!	I	also	had	a	wonderful	time	here	at	St	Finian’s	school.	In	my	opinion	I'd	say	that	St	Finian’s

school	is	probably	one	of	the	best	primary	school	in	Ireland.
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My	St.	Finian's	Memories		By:	Ashlin	Aji

My	Memories	of	St.Finians	

		

		

	Hello!	My	name	is	Ashlin	Aji.I	started	school	in	2009	and	finished	in	2017.	There	are	twelve	in	my	class	including	myself.	The	people	in

my	class	are	Amy	McGovern,	Hannah,	Mary-Kate,	Katie	O’Neill,	Katie	Ward,	Amy	Dargan,	Ben,	Liam,	Simon,	Lorcan	and	Edward.	

		

	I	was	very	excited	on	my	first	day	of	school.	I	didn’t	know	anyone	in	my	class.	I	remember	playing	with	the	toys	every	morning.

Mrs.Markey	was	a	substitute	teacher	one	day	and	we	did	the	hokey	pokey	for	the	start	of	P.E.	

		

	In	second	class	we	had	so	many	teachers	and	we	moved	from	class	to	class.	We	had	Mrs.Quinn,	Mr.Mc	Eneany	for	Maths	and	English,

Miss.Harmon	in	the	afternoon	and	Mr.	Shevlin	for	P.E.	

		

	In	fourth	class,	we	made	a	blanket	for	Mrs.Quinn	because	she	was	leaving.	In	fifth	class,	we	had	Mr.Mc	Donnell.	My	class	made	their

Confirmation.	I	had	already	made	mine	in	third	class.	

		

	In	sixth	class	we	had	a	girls'	soccer	and	Gaelic	team.	I	was	the	captain	for	our	team.	We	always	had	great	fun	together!	

		

	In	those	eight	years,	I	had	made	great	friends	with	my	class.	They	were	the	best	class	ever.	I	will	really	miss	them!	
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School	Memories	of	St.	Finian's	
By	Amy	Dargan

My	name	is	Amy	Dargan.	I	started	school	in

September	2009.	I	was	very	shy	and	quiet

when	I	arrived.	It	was		very	scary	for	me.	We

had	a	small	class.	There	were	8	girls	and	5

boys	we	also	had	a	new	teacher	who	also

stared	her	past	role	as	a	teacher.	Her	name	is

miss	Lambe.	On	my	first	day	we	coloured	and

made	new	friends.	St.Finian’s	national	school	is

great.	As	time	went	on	in	my	primary	school	I

made	my	first	holy	communion	and	my

confirmation	in	years	later.I	really	love	my

school	I	really	enjoyed	meeting		new	people

and	going	on	tours	and	learning	a	lot	from	my

teachers.	As	this	is	my	last	year	our	teacher	Mr.

Shevlin	is	helping	us	towards	secondary	school.
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I	am	almost	finished	my	time	in	Primary	school.

Here	is	a	recollection	of	all	my	fondest	memories	of

St.	Finian’s.	

		I	started	school	when	I	was	five	years	old.	(The	date

escapes	me,	unfortunately.)	This	was	the	first	class

that	Mrs.	Lambe	was	teaching	in.	I	was	pretty	well

behaved	and	my	school	reports	were	all	good,	so	my

parents	were	happy	with	my	progress	at	the	least!

Mrs.	Lambe	was	a	lovely	teacher	and	I	remember

Mr.	Shevlin	on	work	experience.	I	liked	him

teaching	as	well.	I	was	a	pretty	popular	person

among	my	peers.	They	all	thought	I	was	Ben	10	and

could	morph	into	different	aliens.	(Even	my

girlfriend	calls	me	Heatblast	;	)	)		I	had	a	lovely	time

in	Mrs.	Lambe’s	class.	

		Going	into	first	class	was	scary	for	me.	Mr.	Mc

Eneany	was	teaching	us,	I	didn’t	adapt	well	at	first.

But	come	the	second	week,	I	had	adapted	much

quicker	than	I’d	originally	speculated.	Mr	Mc.

Eneany	was	a	good	teacher	and	I	have	fond

memories	of	him.	

		Now,	it	was	a	similar	story	in	second	class.	I	had	to

be	moved	into	the	senior	end	of	the	school	as	the

infants	increased	greatly	with	the	new	applicants	in

number	(also	the	first	year	my	sister	Gabrielle

started	school.)	Mrs.	Quinn	taught	us	for	Irish	and

Memories	of	St.	Finian's
By	Ben	Furlong



Religion,	Mr.	Mc	Eneany	taught	us	for	Maths	and	English	and	Mrs.	Harmon,	the	new

teacher	taught	us	SESE	and	music.	I	have	fond	memories	in	those	classrooms	like	Mrs.

Quinn’s	fair	but	firm	attitude	towards	everyone	and	Mr.	Mc	Eneany’s	work	hard

regime.	

		Yet	again,	Mrs.	Quinn	taught	my	class	in	Third	and	Fourth.	But	she	taught	us	all	our

subjects	without	us	shifting	from	class	to	class.	I	find	it	easier	to	remember	fond

memories	in	a	classroom	that	is	more	recent	in	my	memory	and	has	only	one	teacher

in	charge	of	the	class.	Mrs.	Quinn	had	very	witty	and	fast	humour	and	had	very	good

teaching	methods	like	improper	fractions	that	“the	little	number	will	get	squashed

over	the	big	number	unless	you	divide!”	We	read	some	excellent	and	memorable

books	like	“Charlotte’s	Web”	and	“The	Worst	Witch”.	Once	again,	more	fond

memories	were	added	to	my	memory	in	those	three	years	I	had	Mrs.	Quinn	teaching

us.	

		In	fifth	class,	Mr.	Shevlin	had	gone	on	a	tour	to	the	various	countries	of	South	America

like	Brazil	and	Argentina.	Mr.	Mc	Donnell	had	us	for	that	time.	He	was	a	very	nice	guy

and	would	cheer	you	up	and	give	you	good	advice	if	you	were	down.	

		The	sixth	class	people	teased	the	fifth	class	people	and	antagonised	them	to	the	limit.

We	read	novels	like	“The	Boy	in	the	Striped	Pyjamas”	and	“The	Guns	of	Easter”.	I

missed	Mr.	Mc	Donnell	after	he	left	for	St.	Oliver’s	in	Drogheda,	but	I	was	looking

forward	to	Mr.	Shevlin’s	return	from	South	America.	

		Mr	Shevlin	returned	that	September	and	it	was	all	the	same	as	last	year.	We	did	a	lot	of

activities	like	Comedy	Championship	which	I	won	and	the	word	game.	We	still	did	a	lot

of	work	and	I’m	now	part	of	a	Biodiversity	of	Nature	project	work	founded	by	Mr.	Mc

Eneany.	I	did	well	in	my	spelling	tests	with	most	of	the	results	being	One	Hundred

Percent	most	of	the	time.	

So,	that’s	it,	my	story	in	Primary	School.	I	am	going	to	miss	my	old	school	and	friends

but	I’m	looking	forward	to	making	new	ones	in	Secondary	School.	

Thank	you,	St.,	Finian’s	for	all	those	great	memories.
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My	Memories							BY	Amy	Mc	Govern

I	started	in	Junior	Infants	in	2009.	Ms.	Lambe	was	my	teacher
for	both	Junior	and	Senior	infants.	There	were	13	in	my	class,
but	one	of	the	girls	left	so	it	was	12.	We	were	the	first	class
she	had	ever	taught.	I	remember	one	of	the	first	times	I	got	in
trouble	because	I	was	talking	to	Hannah.	I	really	liked	Ms.
Lambe.	
Mr.	Mc	Eneany	was	my	teacher	in	first	class.	Ms.	Quinn	and
Mr.	Mc	Eneany	taught	me	in	second	class.	Ms.	Harmon	came
that	year	and	set	up	the	choir	and	we	made	our	communion
that	year.	It	was	great.	After	the	mass	we	went	back	to	the
school	and	let	balloons	go,	most	of	them	popped	in	the	trees
or	landed	in	the	field	next	door.	3rd	and	4th	class	were
probably	my	favourite	years.	Ms.	Quinn	was	a	brilliant	teacher,
everyone	loved	her.	And	when	we	would	knit	on	the	side
during	the	year,	she	would	sew	them	for	us.	
Mr.	McDonald	taught	me	in	5th	class.	It	was	an	easy	going
year	with	him.	We	would	go	out	every	afternoon	to	play
rounders,	rugby,	bulldog,	etc.	I	made	my	confirmation	with
sixth	class	and	5th	and	6th	from	Tullydonnell	in	Togher	church.
Me,	Hannah	and	Katie	sang	at	the	mass.	I	really	enjoyed	it.	Mr.
Shevlin	is	my	teacher	in	6th	class.	It’s	been	a	good	year	so	far,
but	it’s	going	to	quick!	
		
		
I	have	made	really	good	friends	these	past	8	years	and	will
miss	them	so	much.	I’ve	had	the	best	times	of	my	life	at	this
school	and	am	thankful	to	the	teachers	and	staff	for	making	it
such	a	great	experience	for	me.	I	am	very	sad	to	leave	but	I’ll
never	forget	this	place	and	everyone	in	it.	
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My	Favourite	Memories	of	St	Finian's	N.S.	

By	Hannah	Murtagh

Hello!	I'm	Hannah	and	I	am	12	years	old.	These	pat	eight

years	have	been	the	best	and	I	could	not	ask	for	more.	I

have	some	amazing	teachers	and	made	friends	that	I	will

have	for	life.	I	can	remember	my	first	day	at	school	really

clearly.	Most	children	would	be	scared	and	not	want	to	go

but	I	was	absolutely	buzzing!	I	remember	putting	on	my

uniform	and	thinking	that	I	was	the	bee's	knees.	When	I	got

to	school	we	were	supposed	to	have	Mrs.	Markey	but	she

retired	and	so	Ms.	Lambe	took	her	place.	One	of	the

people	that	I	met	that	day	was	Amy	McGovern.	From	the

first	time	that	we	met	we	clicked	instantly	and	we	are	still

as	close	as	ever.	I	also	met	lorcan	and	MaryKate,	they	are

still	my	closest	friends.

Thank	you	Mr.	Mc

Eneany,	Ms.	Lambe,	Mrs.

Mc	Mahon,	Mrs.	Quinn	and

Mr.	Shevlin	for	putting	up

with	me	through	the	years.	

Thank	you	to	my

class	mates	for	making	me

laugh	every	day.	I	will	miss

you	all	so	much	next	year!
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Lorcan	Nugent's	Memories

Hi! My name is Lorcan. On the first day of  Juniors Infants it was so scary! I

met Mrs. Lambe, she was so nice. I also met Amy and Hannah, they are

my best of friends. In Seniors Infants my brother and I were in the same

classroom.	

In first class I had Mr. Mc Eneany as a teacher. He was such a good

teacher. In second I had Mrs.Quinn as a teacher, Ms. Harmon taught us

at the end of each day.	We also did a lot of P.E. I made my Communion

and I went to Galway on my Communion day. It was so much fun. In third

class I went to Knowth and Dowth ,I loved it. In fourth I went to Newgrange

and I got Pupil of the Year I was so happy. Then in fifth I had Mr.Mc

Donnell. We did P.E everyday, it was like a summer camp. He was such a

fun teacher and I made my Conformation and then I went out to dinner. In

sixth class I had Mr. Shevlin. He is such a fun teacher. This has been the

best eight years.
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Katie	O'	Neill's	Memories

My	name	Is	Katie	O'Neill.	I'm	in	sixth	class	now	and	I	will	be	leaving	primary	school	this	year.
When	I	started	school	in	2009	Ms	Lambe	was	my	teacher,	we	were	her	first	junior	infants.	I
had	already	known	Simon	from	play	school	and	I	met	Katie	Ward	at	the	gate,	we	walked	up
together.	I	met	12	students	and	we	all	became	great	friends.	Every	morning	we	would	play
for	about	20	minutes	and	then	we	would	start	our	work.	There	were	13	In	my	class	but
unfortunately	Arawen	left,	but	I	recently	met	up	with	her	at	my	new	secondary	school	that	I
will	be	attending	in	September.	We	had	Ms	Lambe	in	senior	infants	too.	At	playtime	we	would
play	on	tractors	or	in	a	little	pink	and	purple	play		house.	Me	and	Katie	always	fought	over
who	had	to	push	the	tractor.	Katie	usually	got	on	first	so	I	had	to	push.	Juniors	and	seniors
was	so	fun	and	Mrs	Lambe	was	lovely.	Moving	on	to	1st	class,	I	was	very	nervous	going	in	to
first	class	because	we	had	Mr	McEneany,	I	was	told	that	he	was	very	strict	but	he	wasn’t	that
bad.	Mr	McEneany	loved	to	do	Irish	dancing	for	P.E	but	I	could	never	get	the	hang	of	it.	For
2nd,	3rd	and	4th	we	had	Mrs	Quinn.	In	2nd	class	I	made	my	first	holy	communion,	we	had	to
practice	a	lot.	We	all	let	off	balloons	to	celebrate	our	Communion	but	most	of	them	got	stuck
in	the	trees.	I	loved	doing	knitting	and	visiting	Newgrange	with	Mrs	Quinn.	All	the	knitting
ladies	came	in	on	a	Wednesday.	Unfortunately	it	was	Mrs	Quinn's	last	year	when	we	were	in
4th	class	so	all	the	girls	in	my	class	decided	to	knit	Mrs	Quinn	a	blanket,	she	started	to	cry.	I'm
glad	Mrs	Quinn	was	my	teacher	because	she	was	so	nice.	In	5th	class	we	had	a	new	teacher
Mr	McDonnell,	he	loved	to	do	history	and	PE,	I	didn’t	mind	though	because	I	loved	PE.	5th
class	was	my	first	year	doing	the	Pierce	Callaghan	project	and	to	my	surprise	I	won.	Last	we
have	6th	class,	Mr	Shevlin	is	teaching	me	this	year,	we	have	a	Comedy	Championships	each
month,	I	never	do	too	well	in	this	as	I'm	not	good	at	making	up	jokes.	6th	class	is	good	fun
and	we	all	get	on	so	well.	I	will	definitely	miss	primary	school	and	all	my	friends	but	I	have	all
my	memories	to	look	back	on.	
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My	Memories	of	St.	Finian's	

By	Liam	Osborne

Hi,	my	name	is	Liam	Osborne	and	these	are	my	school	memories
in	St.	Finian’s	
		Junior	infants	was	probably	the	most	traumatic	experience	of	my
life,	I	didn’t	like	anything	there,	the	people,	the	looks,	except	for
the	toys,	which	were	the	most	epic	things	ever.	All	I	did	was	cry
and	cry.	One	day	something	really	weird	and	funny	happened,	me
and	Ben	were	fighting	about	who	liked	the	colour	blue	more,	and
it	just	got	to	the	point	where	I	just	boxed	him	in	the	stomach,	he
punched	me	too	so	we	were	even.	This	made	me	cry	even	more,
and	Ms	Lambe	brought	me	a	handy	many	toy	set	to	stop	me	from
crying,	I	was	so	happy,	but	it	didn’t	stop	me	from	crying.	To	be
honest	nothing	really	happened	in	seniors	or	first,	but	in	second
class	I	made	my	first	holy	communion.	For	some	reason	I	was
really	proud	of	myself.	In	third	class	I	played	my	first	Gaelic
match	for	the	school	team,		I	scored		2	goals,	which	for	me	at	that
time	was	good.	In	5th	class	I	did	the	skills	challenge	to	play	at
Croke	park	in	Dublin.	After	a	few	weeks	of	waiting,	I	finally	got	a
letter	saying	I	won.	On	the	28th	of	August	2016	I	got	to	play	in
the	All-Ireland	semi-final	between	Dublin	and	Kerry.	I	scored	3-3
which	I	was	really	proud	of.	I	am	now	in	6th	class	and	the	school
soccer	team	which	I	captained	nearly	made	it	to	the	second	round
of	the	soccer	tournament,	we	lost	on	score	difference.	We	also
nearly	got	through	to	the	second	round	of	a	Gaelic	tournament
but	guess	what	we	lost	on	score	difference.		I	enjoyed	my	school
years	except	for	juniors-	that	place	was	awful.		



During	my	8	years	I	have	had	many	good	and	bad	days.	My	very	first

memory	is	in	Junior	Infants,	si:ng	down	beside	Amy	Dargan	and

drawing	a	rainbow	with	loads	of	le>ers	and	numbers	all	around	it.	That

year	I	remember	winning	the	colouring	compeBBon	alongside	my

cousin	Cormac,	who	was	in	Senior	Infants.	My	best	friends	were

Arawen	and	KaBe	O’Neill.	Our	favourite	game	to	play	was	witches

where	we	just	went	around	on	imaginary	brooms	and	pretended	to

cast	spells	on	people.	One	of	the	clear	memories	I	have	is	having	many

a	fight	with	Hannah	about	who	loved	‘High	School	Musical’	more	(of

course	I	won).	In	Senior	Infants	Arawen	sadly	had	to	leave,	so	there	was

now	only	12	leP.	When	I	went	into	first	class,	Mr.	Mc	Eneany	was	my

teacher	and	whenever	we	had	a	spelling	test	we	would	line	up	against

the	wall	and	had	a	compeBBon	to	see	if	second	class	or	our	class	won.

Second	class	was	one	of	my	favourite	years	because	we	had	our

Communion.	We	also	had	3	classrooms.	Most	of	our	day	was	spent

with	Mrs.	Quinn,	at	2:00	we	would	head	into	Ms.	Harmon's	and	then

we	would	go	to	Mr.	Mc	Eneany’s	for	English.	I	remember	me	and	Simon

at	the	end	of	the	year	talking	about	what	our	new	teacher	Mr.	Mc

Donnell	would	be	like.	When	we	came	in	the	next	September	we

realised	he	was	nothing	like	we	thought.	FiPh	class	was	probably	my

Finishing	Finian's

By	MaryKate	Osborne
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favourite	year	because	it	was	nearly	like	a	summer	camp.	Mainly	what	we	did

was	go	outside	and	play	either	rounders	or	rugby.	This	year	we	have	done	a

lot	more	work	but	I’m	grateful	for	it.	Mr.	Shevlin	has	been	a	very	good

teacher.	He	makes	us	work	but	we	sBll	get	to	mix	fun	into	it.	I’m	very	excited

for	Secondary	but	I	will	also	miss	St.	Finians	N.S	a	lot.	All	the	teachers	have

taught	me	a	lot	through	the	past	eight	years	of	my	life	and	I	have	met	the

most	amazing	people	that	I	am	glad	to	call	my	friends.	My	memories	from	St.

Finians	N.S	have	been	the	best	I	could	ask	for	and	I	wouldn’t	trade	them	for

anything.	Thank	You.
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My	School	Memories	2009-2017	

By	Edward	Tuite
My	mum	and	dad	always	told	me	that	my	primary	school	days	would	be	some	of

the	best	days	of	my	life	and	they	were	right!	

I	started	my	first	primary	school	day	almost	late	for	class.	We	missed	our	alarm

clock	and	I	didn’t	even	have	time	to	be	nervous!	Little	did	I	realise	that	it	was

Ms.	Lambe’s	first	day	too.	I	loved	Junior	and	Senior	infants	especially	the

morning	times	because	we	got	to	play	with	toys	and	I	also	made	lots	of	friends

on	the	first	day.	One	of	my	best	memories	was	me	winning	the	giant	Easter	egg

competition.	It	was	almost	the	same	size	as	me!	At	Halloween	I	won	the	best

costume	competition	when	I	dressed	up	as	a	mummy!	I	remember	that	Ms.

Lambe	always	had	sweets	for	us	at	Halloween	and	Christmas	time.	

In	First	and	Second	I	had	to	work	harder.	Mr.	McEneany	was	my	teacher	for

First.	By	the	end	of	first	class	I	had	really	learned	a	lot.	Mr.	McEneany	took	us

for	our	First	Holy	Communion	classes.	I	still	have	the	pompom	sheep	we	made!

And	when	we	sang	the	hymns	Mr.	McEneany	pretended	to	be	a	crying	baby	in

the	background,	just	so	we	got	it	right	on	the	day!	Then	in	Second,	Third	and

Fourth	Ms.	Quinn	taught	me.	Hot	seat	took	place	every	week	and	I	really

enjoyed	that	and	project	time.	

Now	we	had	to	move	on	to	Fifth	and	Sixth	class,	I	really,	really	enjoyed	Fifth

class.	My	teacher	was	called	Mr.	McDonnell	and	he	always	brought	us	out	to

play	rounders	or	bulldog	or	PE	if	it	was	a	sunny	day	and	he	barely	gave	us	any

homework!	Now	I	am	in	sixth	class	and	life	is	good.	Mr.	Shevlin	is	now	my

teacher	and	I	can’t	say	anything	bad	about	him.	He	is	a	great	teacher	and	we

get	to	do	lots	of	great	thing	with	him	like	quizzes,	comedy	championships,	art,

PE,	and	drama.	

	I	also	enjoyed	all	the	school	trips	that	we	went	on.	My	favourite	was	when	we

went	to	Tayto	Park.	It	was	exhilarating	being	on	some	of	those	rides!	

When	the	school	fetes	were	on	we	got	on	to	the	bouncy	slide,	did	target	practice

watched	magic	shows	and	ate	plenty	of	burgers.	I	know	I’m	looking	forward	to

my	new	school	but	I	am	going	to	miss	St.	Finian’s.	
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Memories		in	St.	Finian's	By	Katie	Ward

On	my	very	first	day	of	school	I	was	very	scared.	When	we
started,	there	was	13	students	in	my	class,	Hannah,	Katie
O’Neill,	Ashlin,	Mary-Kate,	Amy	Dargan,	Amy	Mc	Govern,
Arawen,	Myself,	Liam,	Edward,	Simon,	Ben	and	Lorcan.	In	Junior
infants,	me	and	Katie	O’Neill	always	played	on	the	tractors.	One
day	I	put	the	trailer	on	the	tractor	and	Katie	hopped	in	to	it.
Katie	got	a	red	card	and	I	didn’t.	Mrs	Lambe	always	had
different	cards	for	behaviour.	At	the	end	of	the	week	one	table
would	get	a	prize	out	of	a	box	if	that	table	was	good.	I	loved	to
get	it.	There	would	be	like	a	note	pad	or	a	bouncy	ball	etc.	In
senior	infants,	we	had	lots	of	fun	but	Arewan	left	us	to	go	to	a
different	school.	We	still	had	a	great	class.	In	first	class,	we	had
Mr.	McEneany	as	our	teacher.	Mr.	McEneany	was	a	good
teacher	but	a	bit	strict	at	times.	In	second	class,	we	had	a	few
teachers.	We	had	Mrs.	Harmon,	Mr.	Mc	Eneany	and	Mrs.	Quinn.
We	made	our	communion.	I	really	enjoyed	it.	I	got	my	dress	in
America.	In	third	class,	we	had	Mrs.	Quinn.	Mrs.	Quinn	was	the
best	teacher	ever.	Mrs.	Quinn	always	was	in	good	form.	We	all
had	a	lot	of	fun.	In	fourth	class,	we	had	Mrs.	Quinn.	We	did
knitting	and	the	girls	in	fourth	class	knitted	a	blanket	of
different	colours.	That	was	Mrs.	Quinn’s	last	year.	She	retired
then.	We	really	missed	her	a	lot.	In	fifth	class,	we	had	Mr.	Mc
Donnell.	Mr.	Mc	Donnell	had	a	good	year.	We	made	our
confirmation.	We	were	very	prepared	for	it.	We	had	a	lovely
day.	We	were	very	sad	at	the	end	of	the	year	because	Mr.	Mc
Donnell	had	to	leave.	In	sixth	class,	we	had	a	
brilliant	year.	Our	teacher	was	Mr.	Shevlin.	He	is	strict	on	work.	I
can	say	that	I	will	really	miss	St.	Finian’s.	All	the	teachers	were
and	are	all	lovely.	I	hope	to	come	back	soon!
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The	Sixth	Class	pupils	of	2017	have	made	us	all	very	proud.		They	have	led	the

school	and	shown	great	example	to	the	younger	children.	They	have	been	true

ambassadors	for	St.	Finian's.		They	have	always	been	open	and	ready	to

express	their	opinions	and	contributed	fully	to	all	aspects	of	our	school.	They

have	been	actively	involved	in	Green	Schools	and	Active	Schools.		They	ran

School	Assembly	and	updated	the	school	website	each	Friday.		They	are	one	of

the	most	talented	classes	that	have	come	through	St.	Finian's	and	they	have

developed	their	many	talents	in	sports,	music,	arts	and	drama	and	the	dancing

has	been	the	highlight	of	assemblies.		We	will	miss	them	greatly	when	they

leave	but	we	wish	them	all	the	very	best	and	we	look	forward	to	seeing	them

and	hearing	about	their	wonderful	achievements	in	the	future.

We	hope	they	know	that	there	will	always	be	a	welcome	for	them	in	St.	Finian's

and	that	we	are	immensely	proud	of	them.		

Stand	tall	and	hold	your	heads	up	high!

Go	n-éirí	an	bóthar	libh	go	léir

Pádraig	Mc	Eneany
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	I	really	enjoyed	teaching	this	class	this	year.	I	remember	my	first	teaching	practice	was	with	this	bunch	when	they	were	in	Junior

Infants!	Even	then,	you	could	see	that	they	were	going	to	develop	into	being	great	role	models	and	leaders	in	the	school.	I	also	remember

having	great	fun	teaching	this	class	P.E.	when	they	were	in	2nd	class.	They	are	an	extremely	hard	working	group	and	are	always	up	for	a

challenge.	They	have	shown	their	hard	work,	dedication,	teamwork	and	leadership	in	a	number	of	ways:	organising	weekly	awards	for

assembly,	taking	up	key	roles	in	our	school	committees,	organising	and	leading	activities	at	break	times	and	carrying	out	day	to	day	work

in	class	and	throughout	the	school.	

They	are	a	close	group	and	they	look	out	for	one	another.	There	is	never	a	dull	moment	in	class	with	this	group.	Indeed	there	have	been

plenty	of	jokes	and	laughter	shared	throughout	the	year.	There	have	been	times	when	I	may	have	asked	the	pupils	to	maximise	their

effort	in	class	and	push	out	the	boundaries	of	what	was	expected	from	them,	but	I	knew	that	they	were	very	capable	and	I	have	certainly

seen	the	benefits	of	them	blossoming	this	year.	They	are	very	well	equipped	to	tackle	any	challenge	secondary	school	has	for	them.	They

have	set	the	bar	high	for	future	sixth	classes	to	follow.	I	have	great	expectations	for	each	of	them	and	look	forward	to	seeing	their

progress	in	the	coming	years!	I	hope	you	boys	and	girls	enjoyed	your	time	here,	because	I	certainly	enjoyed	teaching	you!

Liam	Shevlin,

6th	Class	Teacher.

To	the	graduating	class	of	2017,

I	can't	believe	its	nearly	time	to	say	goodbye	to	this	lovely	bunch	of	young	people!	You	were	my	very	first	Junior	Infant	class	when	I	first

came	to	St.	Finian's	back	in	2009.	We	began	our	journey	together	and	we	have	all	grown	and	matured	along	the	way.	I	have	very	fond

memories	of	you	all	in	Junior	and	Senior	Infants.	I	have	watched	with	pride	as	you	matured	from	little	5	year	olds	so	curious	about	the

world,	into	fine	young	people	who	will	no	doubt	make	the	world	a	better	place.	I	wish	you	all	the	very	best	for	secondary	school	and	the

future.	Do	come	back	and	visit	us	-	we	would	be	delighted	to	see	you!

Love	and	best	wishes,

Brenda	Lambe

Junior	and	Senior	Infant	teacher
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The	Class	of	2017

Memories	of	St.	Finian's	2009-	2017

by	Sixth	Class	2017

Our	memories	of	the	past

eight	years	in	St.	Finian's

National	School,	Dillonstown.

We	would	like	to	thank	our

teachers	and	parents	for

helping	us	through	this

wonderful	time	and	for	being

there	for	us	throughout	the

eight	years.		We	would	like	to

thank	our	friends	for	sharing

this	time	with	us	and

hopefully	we	will	remain

friends	until	long	into	the

future.


